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In memoriam ing. Marin Goia 23.01.1939-31.04.2024

L4asz16 RAKOSY

Marin Goia (Fig. 1, 2) was born in Huedin on
23.01.1939 where he attended primary school (eight
classes) and took his first steps towards the Apuseni
Mountains. Sent by his parents to study in Cluj, he
attended the ,,Gheorghe Baritiu” secondary school and
then enrolled at the Unirea Vocational High School. To
supplement his rather precarious financial situation, he
worked at the Unirea Factory during his studies. After

Fig. 1. Marin Goia, at Viisoara (Cluj), 2004.
(photo T. N. Kristensen)

Marin Goia, Viisoara (Cluj), 2004.

(foto T. N. Kristensen)

Marin Goia (Fig. 1, 2) s-a nascut la Huedin la
23.01.1939 unde urmeaza scoala primard (8 clase)
si face primii pasi spre natura Muntilor Apuseni.
Trimis de parinti sd studieze la Cluj, urmeaza
cursurile Scolii Medii “Gheorghe Baritiu” dupa
care se inscrie la Liceul Profesional Unirea. Pentru
completarea situatiei financiare destul de precare, in
timpul studiului lucreaza la Fabrica Unirea. Remarcat

Fig. 2. Marin Goia at Coltesti (Alba), June 2021.
(photo L. Rékosy)

Marin Goia la Coltesti (Alba), iunie 2021.

(foto L. Rékosy)



being noticed by the school’s management, Marin
Goia was sent to complete his studies at the Faculty of
Electrical Engineering at the Polytechnic Institute in
Bucharest. During his studies he met Silvia, a student
at the same faculty, whom he married after graduation.

In 1965, after graduating from the Faculty of
Electrical Engineering in Bucharest, Marin Goia
returned to Cluj where he was employed at the Unirea
Factory, where he worked until his retirement in 1999,
as head of the mechanical-energetic section.

Marin founded a happy family with Silvia who
gave him 3 sons, big and vigorous Sebastian, Claudiu
and Fabian from whom he had four grandchildren.

I have not been able to find out when and why his
passion for butterflies started. But I do know that,
after a work accident at the Unirea factory, he suffered
a broken leg. During his rest period, with his leg in
a plaster cast, he made the decision that after his
recovery he would not miss any more opportunities to
get out into nature. For a time, he was also an amateur
football referee.

I met Marin in 1976, after I started studying
biology at the Faculty of Biology in Cluj. We met at
Kovrig (Tony) Antal’s home together with Manoliu
Marg-Wladimir, Bere Carol and Nemes Rudolf, the
four amateur lepidopterists from Cluj. From that
evening onward a friendship was formed between me
and the four of them. The first to abandon his hobby
was Kovrig Antal, who was assigned as a plastic artist
at the Sighisoara Tile and Glass Factory, followed
by Nemes Rudolf who continued to only photograph
butterflies in nature. Manoliu Marg-Wladimir Marg
was an active collector and keen observer of butterflies
and moths around Cluj until he passed away. His
collection is deposited in the Zoological Museum of
the Babes-Bolyai University in Cluj.

Marin Goia and I spent many days and nights in
different places of the country in search of butterflies
and moths. My first nights with M. Goia were during
my student period at Cheile Baciului, Cheile Tureni,
Cheile Turzii and Fanatele Clujului. I remember many
interesting or funny stories from those nights dedicated
to moths. Sometimes, two of Marin’s boys, Fabian and
Sebastian, used to take part in field visits to Fanatele
Clujului, and after a while they would disappear to
come back with some cherries from the orchards of
Steluta, a hill near the Fanatele Clujului Reserve.

But the most fruitful collaboration and the closest
friendship was established after 1990, following the
establishment of the Romanian Lepidopterological
Society (SLR), of which Marin Goia was a founding
member. Marin Goia was a gentle, quiet, slightly
introverted person, but extremely meticulous, punctual
and correct. The passion for butterflies and moths
meant more to Marin than we can imagine. Over the
last 25 years, all his abilities have been focused on the
Lepidoptera collection, on its continuous development
and especially on maintaining an accurate inventory,
i.e. a computerized database, in which all the species
and specimens held in the collection have been entered.

The collection (Fig. 3-6) contains 128 boxes of
40x50 cm made personally, in which are arranged
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de conducerea scolii este trimis sa-si desdvarseasca
studiile la Facultatea de Electrotehnicd din cadrul
Institutul Politehnic din Bucuresti. In timpul facultatii
o cunoaste pe Silvia, studenti la aceeasi facultate, cu
care se va casatori dupa absolvire.

In anul 1965, dupd absolvirea Facultitii de
Electrotehnica din Bucuresti se reintoarce la Cluj unde
este angajat la Fabrica Unirea careia 1i va raimane fidel
pana la pensionare, in anul 1999, de pe functia de sef
de sectie mecano-energetica.

Intemeiazd o familie fericita alaturi de Silvia care
i-a daruit 3 baieti, mari si vigurosi Sebastian, Claudiu
si Fabian de la care are 4 nepoti isteti.

Nu am reusit sd aflu de unde a pornit pasiunea
pentru fluturi. Stiu Insd cd in urma unui accident de
muncd de la Fabrica Unirea s-a ales cu o fractura
la picior. In perioada de repaus, cu piciorul in gips,
si-a propus ca dupa vindecare sa nu mai rateze nici
0 ocazie pentru a iesi in naturd. A fost o perioada si
arbitru amator de fotbal.

Pe Marin l-am cunoscut in 1976, dupda ce am
inceput studiul biologiei la Facultatea de Biologie
din Cluj. Ne-am intalnit la Kovrig Antal (Tony)
impreuna cu Manoliu Marg-Wladimir, Bere Carol
si Nemes Rudolf, cei patru lepidopterologi amatori
din Cluj. Din acea seara s-a legat o prietenie intre
mine si cei patru. Primul care a abandonat pasiunea
pentru fluturi a fost Kovrig Antal, repartizat ca artist
plastic la Fabrica de Faianta si Sticla din Sighisoara,
urmat de Nemes Rudolf care a ramas sa fotografieze
fluturi din naturd. Manoliu Marg-Wladimir a fost un
activ colectionar si atent observator al fluturilor din
imprejurimile Clujului pana ce a plecat dintre noi.
Colectia sa se afla la Muzeul Zoologic al Universitatii
Babeg-Bolyai din Clu;.

Cu Marin Goia am petrecut multe zile si nopti in
diverse locuri din tard in cautarea fluturilor. Primele
nopti de colectare cu Marin Goia au fost in perioada
mea de studentie, la Cheile Baciului, Cheile Tureni,
Cheile Turzii si Fanatele Clujului. Imi aduc aminte
de multe intamplari interesante sau hazlii din noptile
dedicate fluturilor de noapte. Uneori, la Fanatele
Clujului participau si doi dintre baietii lui Marin,
Fabian si Sebastian, care dupd un timp dispareau
pentru a reveni cu cirese culese din livezile de la
Steluta, deal aflat in apropierea Rezervatiei de la
Fénatele Clujului.

Dar colaborarea cea mai fructuoasa si prietenia
cea mai strinsd s-a legat dupa 1990, adica dupa
constituirea Societatii Lepidopterologice Romane, la
care Marin Goia a fost membru fondator. Marin Goia
a fost o persoana modesta, ticuta, usor introvertita, dar
extrem de meticuloasa, punctuala si corectd. Pasiunea
pentru fluturi a insemnat pentru Marin mai mult decat
ne putem imagina. Toate calitatile sale s-au concentrat
in ultimii 25 de ani pe colectia de fluturi, pe continua
ei completare si mai ales pe mentinerea unui inventar
exact, adica a unei baze de date computerizate, in care
au fost trecute toate speciile si exemplarele detinute
in colectie.

Colectia (Fig. 3-6) contine 128 de cutii 40x50
cm confectionate personal, in care sunt ordonate
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Fig. 3. Aspect from the butterfly collection (Fam. Nymphalidae). (photo L. Rakosy)

Aspect din colectia de fluturi (Fam. Nymphalidae). (foto L. Rakosy)
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Fig. 4. Aspect from the butterfly collection (Fam. Papilionidae). (photo L. R

Aspect din colectia de fluturi (Fam. Papilionidae). (foto L. Rakosy)
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Fig. 5. Aspect from the butterfly collection (Genus Erebia, Fam. Nymphalidae). (photo L. Rakosy)
Aspect din colectia de fluturi (Genul Erebia, Fam. Nymphalidae). (foto L. Rakosy)

Fig. 6. The butterfly collection removed from the room where it was kept by its author. (photo L. Rakosy)
Colectia de fluturi scoasa din camera in care a fost pastrata de autorul ei. (foto L. Rakosy)
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Fig. 7. Marin Goia at the symposium of the Romanian
Lepidopterological Society, Cluj, 2013. (photo L. Rakosy)
Marin Goia la simpozionul Societdtii Lepidopterologice
Romane, Cluj, 2013. (foto L. Rékosy)

more than 30200 specimens of butterflies and moths,
beautifully prepared and correctly labeled, from Cluj
County and many other Romanian localities, as well
as some specimens from abroad, received from other
colleagues (Vlad Dinca, Laszlo Rékosy).

Marin Goia has not missed any of the entomological
research camps that the Romanian Lepidopterological
Society has organized over the years. Except for the
symposium in 2024, when he was already seriously
ill, Marin attended every SLR symposium from 1990
to 2023 (Fig. 7, 8). He discovered many rare species
and some even new to the Romanian fauna (4sovia
maeoticaria, Apotomis infida). But his special merits
are to be found in editing the manuscript for the
Checklist of Lepidoptera of Romania published in
2003, followed by addenda and corrigenda (2007)
and maintenance up to date with faunistic novelties
or taxonomic and nomenclatural changes for the 2021
edition. For his merits in lepidopteran research, he was
awarded the Diploma of Excellence of the Romanian
Lepidopterological Society (2001).

Marin Goia was fascinated by butterflies, but
especially moths. Because he could not go out every
day with artificial light or bait for moths, he set up a
collecting place on the balcony of his apartment in Cluj.
On this balcony he has attracted numerous species,
some of them rarities for Transylvania. At every
invitation to accompany me in the field, he responded
affirmatively. At night, in front of the lighted screen,
there was always an ,,Ursus” beer. It was always a
pleasure to have him by my side, and I was always
happy to take care of him in his later years, when
his eyesight and night-time stability had weakened.

Fig. 8. Marin Goia at the symposium of the Romanian
Lepidopterological Society, Cluj, 2016. (photo T. C. Vizauer)
Marin Goia la simpozionul Societdtii Lepidopterologice
Romane, Cluj, 2016. (foto T. C. Vizauer)

peste 30200 exemplare de fluturi, frumos preparati si
corect etichetati, proveniti din judetul Cluj dar si din
numeroase alte localitati ale tarii, precum si cateva
exemplare din strdinatate, primite de la alti colegi
(Vlad Dinca, Laszlo Rakosy)

Marin Goia nu a lipsit la niciuna dintre taberele
entomologice pe care Societatea Lepidopterologica
le-a organizat in decursul anilor. Exceptand
simpozionul din 2024, cand era deja grav bolnav,
Marin a participat la fiecare simpozion al SLR, din
1990 pana in 2023 (Fig. 7, 8). A descoperit numeroase
specii rare si unele chiar noi pentru fauna tarii (4sovia
maeoticaria, Apotomis infida). Dar meritele sale
deosebite se regasesc in redactarea manuscrisului
pentru Catalogul lepidopterelor din Roméania publicat
in 2003, urmat de addenda si corrigenda (2007)
si mentinerea la zi a noutdtilor faunistice sau a
modificarilor taxonomice si nomenclatorice pentru
editia din 2021. Pentru meritele sale in cercetarea
lepidopterelor a fost distins cu diploma de excelenta a
Societatii Lepidopterologice Romane (2001).

Marin Goia a fost fascinat de fluturi, dar mai ales
de fluturii nocturni. Pentru ca nu putea iesi zilnic pe
teren cu sursd de lumind artificiala sau cu momeala
pentru fluturii nocturni, si-a amenajat pe balconul
apartamentului din Cluj un loc de colectare. Pe acest
balcon a atras la lumina numeroase specii, unele chiar
raritdti pentru Transilvania. La fiecare invitatie de a
ma Insoti pe teren raspundea cu voie bund, afirmativ.
Noaptea, in fata ecranului luminos nu lipsea si cate o
bere ,,Ursus”. Era mereu o placere sa-1 am alaturi si
chiar sd-i port de grijd in ultimii ani, cand vederea si
stabilitatea pe timp de noapte i-au mai slabit. Totusi
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Nevertheless, he was working daily on the addenda
and corrigenda for the Catalogue of Lepidoptera in
Romania with the hope that we will be able to publish
these data again soon. Since the fall of 2023 I saw him
weak, but he did not complain about any problems. I
prepared him a box with six specimens of Aporophila
lutulenta that 1 kept postponing bringing him. Thus,
the winter passed, and we were making plans for spring
collecting. However, in February 2024 when I called
him again, he confessed that he was not feeling well,
he had respiratory problems. In April, I asked if I could
take him by car to attend the SLR symposium and give
him the box with the 6 specimens of A. lutulenta. It was
the first time he refused; he was breathing heavily, and
felt very weak. At the symposium I told my colleagues
who asked me about Goia Marin that I didn’t know if
they would ever see him again. He refused to go to the
doctor and died quietly, modestly and peacefully in the
arms of his children Fabian and Claudiu.

From the old generation of lepidopterists from Cluj
I am left alone and sometimes I feel lonely. I often
think of the many pleasant moments, of the successes
and failures of the field activities, but I wake up from
the melancholy with the thought of those who now
follow us and continue at a higher level what we
started over 50 years ago.

Rest in peace among the butterflies and moths that
watch over your soul, dear Marin.
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lucra zilnic la addenda si corrigenda pentru Catalogul
lepidopterelor din Romania cu speranta cad vom mai
putea publica curand aceste date. Din toamna anului
2023 l-am vazut slabit, dar nu s-a plans de vreo
problema. [-am pregatit o cutie cu 6 exemplare de
Aporophila lutulenta pe care am tot amanat sa i-o duc.
Astfel a trecut iarna si ne faceam planuri de colectare
pentru primavara. Totusi In februarie 2024 cand l-am
sunat din nou, mi-a marturisit ca nu se simte bine, are
probleme respiratorii. In aprilie 1-am Intrebat daca pot
sd-1 iau cu masina pentru a participa la simpozionul
SLR si sa-i dau cutia cu cele 6 exemplare de A.
lutulenta. A fost pentru prima datd cand a refuzat,
respira greu si l-am simtit foarte slabit. La simpozion
am spus colegilor care m-au intrebat de Goia Marin
ca nu stiu dacd-1 vor mai vedea candva. A refuzat sa
meargd la medic si s-a stins tacut, modest si linistit in
bratele copiilor Fabian si Claudiu.

Din generata veche de lepidopterologi clujeni am
ramas singur si ma simt uneori singur. Ma gandesc
deseori la numeroasele clipe placute, la reusitele si
nereusitele activitatilor de teren, dar ma trezesc din
melancolie cu gandul la cei mai multi decat am fost
noi, care acum ne urmeaza si continua la un nivel
superior ceea ce noi am Inceput cu 50+ de ani in urma.

Odihneste-te in pace printre fluturii de zi si de
noapte care-ti vegheaza sufletul, dragd Marin.
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