
81

Entomol.rom., 11: 81-84, 2006 ISSN 1224 - 2594

The genus Pachybrachis Chevrolat (Coleoptera, Chrysomelidae) in Romania

Aurelian Leonardo ilie

Abstract

Pachybrachis genus is represented in Romania by 12 species and 4 chromatic varieties, identi-
fied after personal analyse, specialized literature and the collections of Oltenia and Banat museums. 
There are presented general and national distribution, and also some biological and ecological notes of 
these species.
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Introduction
From a taxonomic point of view, Pachybra-

chis genus belongs to the Cryptocephalinae sub-
family, including species that live in different bi-
otopes: from the dry steppes, the met environments 
from the water’s surroundings to the high mountain 
areas, on different plants belonging to different bo-
tanical families.

Some faunistical notes regarding the species 
of this genus in different parts of the country were 
published in work, among together with other spe-
cies of leaf-beetles or other beetles or sometimes 
with other orders of insects.

Syntheses more complex concerning this ge-
nus at national level were never realized up to the 
present moment.

Material and methods
The work includes localization of the species, 

which resulted from both personal analyse and spe-
cialized literature or the consultation of the collec-
tions of certain museums. The identification of spe-
cies, systematics, nomenclature, general distribution 
of leaf-beetles in the holarctic region are based on 
certain papers (kiPPenBeRG & doBeRl 1994; kAszAB 
1962; WinkleR 1930; WARchAloWski 1991).

The species are published in alphabetical or-
der and in brackets there are the author’s name and 
the year when the species were mentioned.

Results
Following the performed researches, in Ro-

mania Pachybrachis genus includes 12 species and 
4 chromatic varieties.

Genus Pachybrachis Chevrolat 1837
Pachybrachis carpathicus Rey, 1883
General distribution: Romania and moldova
Distribution in Romania: Sinaia (fleck 1905); 
Sighişoara, Ratoşnea (PetRi 1912); Broşteni 
(montAndon 1906).
Biological and ecological notes: relatively com-
mon species, found in high hilly zones (the beech 
tree stage) and mountains (the fir stage).
mesophyll-mesohygrophyll species.

Pachybrachis fimbriolatus fimbriolatus Suffrian, 
1848
General distribution: southern and central Europe, 
Asia minor
Distribution in Romania: mts. Baraolt (szel 
& all. 1995) mangalia (neGRu & RoşcA 1967); 
Sulinaveche (cRişAn 1994); Haţeg, Şura mare, 
Gorăslău, marpod, Geaco, Zau de Câmpie, 
Sighişoara, Braşov (PetRi 1912); Sighişoara (idem) 
- ab. varanensis Pic; Sovata, Hunedoara - ab. var-
anensis Pic (PetRi 1926); Fânaţele Clujului (nistoR 
& all. 2000); Craiova (ilie 2002); Agigea (seRAfim 
& mAicAn 2004); Bihor (ilie 2006); Oltenia (ilie 
2005).
Biological and ecological notes: host plants are Sa-
lix sp., Onobrychis viciifolia Scopoli or other plants 
from Fabaceae family.
Relatively frequent species, found in the dry and 
salty steppes and the beech tree stage; some time 
could climb up to the fir stage, but there is rare. Xer-
omesophyll species.

Pachybrachis flexuosus Weise, 1882
General distribution: south-eastern Europe
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Distribution in Romania: Apateu (kAszAB 1962), 
Banat (WARchAloWski 1991).
Biological and ecological notes: Host plant-Quer-
cus pubescens L. Rare species, found in forest steppe 
area, sporadic in steppe area and common oak stage. 
Xerophyll species.

Pachybrachis hieroglyphicus hieroglyphicus Lai-
charting, 1781
General distribution: Europe, eastern Siberia.
Distribution in Romania: Arcalia (cRişAn & Bo-
neA 1995), Coşula, Suceava, Lepşa, Bacău, differ-
ent places of Bacău county (tăRăBuŢă & all.1999), 
Harghita (RozneR 1996), Saschiz (szel & all. 
1995), Ponoare (dănilă 1970), mangalia (neGRu 
& RoşcA 1967) - ab. tristis Laicharting; Azuga, 
Bucovina (fleck 1904), valea Drăganului (cRişAn 
1997), Bumbeşti-Jiu (ilie 2002), Cărbuneşti (ilie & 
chimişliu 1999), Haţeg, Sibiu, Şura mare, Gorăslău, 
Braşov, mediaş, Sighişoara, Reghin, Ratoşnea 
(Bielz 1887), Borsec (PetRi 1912) - ab. ictericus 
Weise; Broşteni (montondon 1906); Buzău (JAquet 
1902); Fânaţele Clujului (nistoR & all 2000); 
Caraula (ilie 2002); Rodna (csiki 1951), Bârsana, 
Leordina (mAicAn & seRAfim 2004); Agigea (seR-
Afim & mAicAn 2004), Tinca (ilie 2003), Bihor (ilie 
2006).
Biological and ecological notes: frequent species, 
found in all the vegetation stage, on different spe-
cies of Salix L. or Crataegus monogyna Jacqard.
mesophyll-mesohygrophyll species.

Pachybrachis hippophaes Suffrian, 1848
General distribution: mountains of Europe (Alps, 
Pyrenees, Carpathians)
Distribution in Romania: Lăculeţ (fleck 1904); 
Făgăraş, Braşov (Bielz 1887); Ponoare (dănilă 
1970); Carpaţi (MaRcu 1982); Cheile Turului 
(cRişAn & teodoR 1996); Arcalia (cRişAn & Bo-
neA 1995); Sf. Gheorghe (cRişAn 1995); valea 
Drăganului (cRişAn 1997); Călimăneşti (ilie 2002); 
Oltenia (ilie 2005).
Biological and ecological notes: Host plant is 
Hippophae rhamnoides. L. Common species, typ-
ical to mountain area, could to descend to more low 
altitudes, at plain, but here is rare. mesophygrophyll 
species.

Pachybrachis limbatus ménétriés, 1836
General distribution: Balkan peninsula, Asia mi-
nor.
Distribution in Romania: Cibin (Bielz 1887), 
southern Romania (WARchAloWski 1991).
Biological and ecological notes: Host plants be-

longing to the Quercus L genus. mesophill species, 
found up to the beech tree stage.

Pachybrachis pallidulus suturalis Weise, 1882
General distribution: central and southern Europe
Distribution in Romania: Târnăveni (PetRi 1926); 
Ardeal (kAszAB 1962).
Biological and ecological notes: rare species, host 
plant unknown.

Pachybrachis picus Weise, 1882
General distribution: western and central Europe.
Distribution in Romania: Ardeal (PetRi 1912); 
Braşov (PetRi 1926); Periteaşca (cRişAn 1995).
Biological and ecological notes: Host plants are 
Corylus avellana L. and Rosa canina L. Rare spe-
cies, found up to the beech tree stage, mesophyll-
mesohygrophyll species.

Pachybrachis scriptidorsum marseul, 1875
General distribution: Bulgaria, Romania, Asia.
Distribution in Romania: Romania (WAR-
chAloWski 2003) without other specifications. The 
species needs reconfirmations for the national ter-
ritory. 
Biological and ecological notes: host plants un-
known. 

Pachybrachis scripticollis Faldermann, 1837
General distribution: western and central Asiei, 
eastern Europe.
Distribution in Romania: Buzău (JAquet 1902).
Biological and ecological notes: host plant un-
known.
The presence of the species in country needs recon-
firmations.

Pachybrachis sinuatus mulsant et Rey, 1859
General distribution: central Europe, Balkan Pen-
insula and Asia minor.
Distribution in Romania: Cheile Turului (cRişAn 
& teodoR 1995); Arcalia (cRişAn & BoneA 1995); 
Harghita (RozneR 1997); Saschiz (szel & all 1995); 
Floreasca-Bucureşti (ochs 1922); Baziaş (ienişteA 
& neGRu 1975); Azuga, Bucovina, Plăineşti (Fleck 
1904); valea Drăganului (cRişAn 1997); Periteaşca 
(cRişAn 1995); Putna (MaRcu 1928)-ab. rufimanus 
Weise; Lainici (ilie 2002); Racoviţa, Cărbuneşti 
(ilie & chimişliu 2000); Haţeg, Petroşani, Braşov, 
Sighişoara, Aiud, Ratoşnea, mts. Rodnei, Prejmer 
(PetRi 1912); Haţeg (PetRi 1912)-ab. rufimanus 
Weise; Turnu Roşu (PetRi 1926); mts. Rodnei, 
Sighişoara (PetRi 1926)- ab. rufimanus Weise; 
Gheorghieni (ienişteA 1931); mofleni (ilie 2002); 
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Strâmtura, Bârsana, Ieud, Chalet Repedea, Ocna 
Şugatag, chalet Plesca, Deseşti (mAicAn & seRA-
fim 2001); the confluence of Târnave (cRişAn & 
dRuGuş 2001); Banat (Banatului musem); the Arieş 
upper basin (cRişAn & teodoR 2002); Bârsana, 
Bistra, Poienile de sub munte, Leordina, Repedea, 
Dragomireşti (mAicAn & seRAfim 2004), the Arieş 
lower basin (cRişAn & teodoR 2005), Oltenia (ilie 
2005), Bihor (ilie 2006).
Biological and ecological notes: host plants: Myri-
caria germanica L. and Salix L. 
Frequent species, typical to mountain area, rarely 
could descend to the plain area. mesohygrophill-
hygrophill species.

Pachybrachis tesselatus Olivier, 1791
General distribution: central and southern Europe, 
till the Caspic Sea.
Distribution in Romania: Cheile Turzii (cRişAn 
1992); Cheile Turului (cRişAn & teodoR 1996); 
Arcalia (cRişAn & BoneA 1995); Harghita (Ro-
zneR 1997); Gilău (MaRcu 1957); Baziaş (ienişteA 
1974); Bucureşti (Fleck 1904); Beştepe, forest Letea 
(cRişAn 1994); Haţeg, Sibiu, Şura mare, Braşov, 
mediaş, Reghin. Dej (Bielz 1887), Sibiu, Cluj, Tur-
nu Roşu, Sighişoara (PetRi 1912); the confluence of 
Târnave (cRişAn & dRuGuş 2001).
Biological and ecological notes: Host plants be-
long to the Quercus L. genus. Relatively common 
species, typical to the high hilly and mountain areas 
more rarely found at plain.
mesophill-mesohygrophill species.

Discussions
After having analyzed the results, the follow-

ing consideration has been ascertained:
For the species Pachybrachis hippophaes 

Suffrian Sfântu Gheorghe (The Danube Delta) can 
be considered as being the south-eastern limit of the 
specific spreading area of a specimen.

Two species: Pachybrachis scriptiodorsum 
marseul, Pachybrachis scripticollis Faldermann 
need reconfirmation for the national territory, their 
presence is possible.

From an ecological preferences point of view, 
the majority of species are mesophill-mesohygro-
phill, only two species being xero-or xeromeso-
phill.

Also, referring to the distribution of those 
species on the vertical, it has been found the prefer-
ence for the high altitudes, over 1000m.

Conclusions
In Romania, Pachybrachis genus includes 

12 species and 4 chromatic varieties, the majority 

mesophill-masohygrophill. They are distributed in 
different biotopes, feeding themselves with differ-
ent host-plants.

REFERENCES

Bielz E. A. 1887.  Catalogus Coleopterorum Trans-
sylvaniae – Siebenburgens Käferfauna: Ento-
mologische Beitrage. verh. mitt. Sieben. ver. 
Naturwiss, Hermanstadt; 37: 39-105.

cRişAn A. 1992.  Cercetări faunistice şi ecologice 
asupra familiei Chrysomelidae (Coleoptera) 
în Cheile Turzii în 1992. Studia Univ. Babeş 
– Bolyai, Cluj-Napoca;  Biologia 38 (1-2): 59 
– 67.

cRişAn A. 1994. Noi date asupra familiei Chrysomeli-
dae în rezervaţia biosferei Delta Dunării. Anal 
şt. Inst. Delta Dunării, Tulcea: 159 – 166.

cRişAn A. 1995.  Cercetări asupra familiei Chrys-
omelidae (Coleoptera) în zona rezervaţiei Delta 
Dunării cu referire specială la Stylosomus tam-
aricis H. Schaff. şi Cryptocephalus gamma H. 
Schaff. Bul. Inf. Soc. Lepid. Rom, Cluj – Na-
poca; 6 (1-2): 149 – 154.

cRişAn A. 1997.  Analiza comparativă a faunei de cri-
somelide din zonele muntele Băişorii şi valea 
Drăganului (jud. Cluj). Bul. Inf. Soc. Lepid. 
Rom, Cluj-Napoca; 8 (3-4): 241 – 244.

cRişAn A., BoneA v. 1995. Cercetări faunistice asupra 
crisomelidelor din zona Arcalia (jud. Bistriţa-
Năsăud). Bul. Inf. Soc. Lepid. Rom.; 6 (3-4): 
305 – 317. 

cRişAn A., dRuGuş m. 2001.  Studiul sistematic şi eco-
logic al crisomelidelor (Coleoptera, Crysomeli-
dae) din zona de confluenţă a Târnavelor. Bul. 
Inf. Soc. Lepid. Rom, Cluj-Napoca; 12 (1-4): 
191-200.

cRişAn A., teodoR L. 1996. Cercetări asupra cri-
somelidelor din rezervaţia botanică Scăriţa – 
Belioara. Buletinul Bul. Inf. Soc. Lepid. Rom, 
Cluj-Napoca; 7 (3-4): 255 – 260.

cRişAn A., teodoR L. 2002.  Studies of leaf-beetle the 
fauna (Coleoptera: Chrysomelidae) from upper 
Arieş river basin. Bul. Inf. Soc. Lepid. Rom, 
Cluj-Napoca; 13 (1 - 4): 137-150.

cRişAn A., teodoR L. 2005.  Leaf beetle biodiversyty 
in the low Arieş river basin (Coleoptera: Chry-
somelidae), Entomologica romanica, Cluj-Na-
poca; 10:43-53.

Csiki E. 1951.  Fauna Jukov Gora Radna (Die Kafer-
fauna des Rodnaer Gebirges). Acta Biolog-
ica Academiae Scientiarum hungaricae; 2: 
119-168

dănilă I. 1970.  Contribuţii la cunoaşterea coleop-
tereleor din câteva rezervaţii naturale de pe teri-
toriul judeţului Suceava (II). Stud. şi comunic. 



84

Ocrot. Nat., Suceava: 219 – 228.
fleck Ed. 1904.  Die Coleopteren Rumaniens. Bul. 

Soc. Şt. Bucureşti; 13 (3-4): 308-346.
fReude h., hARde W., lohse W. 1966.  Die Käfer 

mitteleuropas, band 2, Phytophaga. Goecke & 
Evers, Krefeld; 9: 95 – 278.

ienişteA m. A. 1931.   Coleoptere adunate în excur-
sia mare a societăţii. Bul. Soc. Stud. Şt. Nat. 
Bucureşti; 2: 86.

ienişteA m. A., Negru Şt. 1975.   Coleoptera: Fauna – 
seria monografică ,,Porţile de Fier”, Edit. Acad. 
Bucureşti: 205-206.

ilie A. L. 2002.   Studiul taxonomic, biologic şi ecolo-
gic al crisomelidelor  (Coleoptera, Chrisomeli-
dae) din Oltenia. Teză de doctorat. Univ. Al. I. 
Cuza – Iaşi.

ilie A. L. 2003.  La faune des crysomélides (Coleop-
tera: Chrysomelidae) de la zone Tinca-Départe-
ment Bihor (I). muzeul Olteniei Craiova. Stud. 
Comunic. Şt. Nat. 19: 149-151.

ilie A. L. 2005. Gândacii de frunze din Oltenia. Edit. 
Sitech Craiova.

ilie A. L. 2006. Gândacii de frunze din Bihor. Edit. 
Sitech Craiova

ilie A. L., chimişliu C. 1999.  Catalogul familiei Chry-
somelidae (Coleoptera) din colecţiile entomo-
logice conservate la muzeul Olteniei – Craiova.  
Bul. Inf. Soc. Lepid. Rom, Cluj-Napoca; 10 
(1-4): 153-158.

kaszaB Z. 1962. Fauna Hungariae. Chrysomelidae. 
Academiai Kiado. Budapest.

kiPPemBeRG h, doBeRl H. 1994.  Familie Chrysomeli-
dae in : Lohse G.A. und Lucht W. H.:  Die Käfer 
mitteleuropas, band 3, Phytophaga. Supple-
mentband. Goecke & Evers, Krefeld: 17-142.

mAicAn S., seRAfim R. 2004.  Leaf beetles (Coleoptera: 
Chrysomelidae) from maramureş (Romania). 
Trav. mus. Nat. Hist. Nat. “Grigorie Antipa”, 
Bucureşti 66: 139-159.

MaRcu O. 1928.  Neue Coleopteren aus der Bucovi-
na. Bull. Sect. Sc. Acad. Roum. Bucureşti ; 8: 
7-11.

MaRcu O. 1957.  Contribuţii la cunoaşterea faunei 
coleopterelor Transilvaniei. Bul. Univ. Babeş – 
Bolyai, seria Ştiinţele Naturii. Cluj-Napoca; 1 
(1-2): 533 – 536.

montAndon A. L. 1906.  Notes sur la faune entomolo-
gique de la Roumanie (Coleoptera) – Bull. Soc. 
Sc. Roum. Bucureşti ; 15 (1-2): 30-80.

neGRu şt, RoşcA A. 1967.  L’entomofaune des fôrets 
du sud de la Dobroudja. Trav. muz. Şt. Nat. 
,,Grigore Antipa”, Bucureşti : 136-137.

nistoR L., cRişAn Al., Ruicănescu A. 2000.   Data on 
leaf – beetle (Coleoptera: Chrysomelidae) and 
jewel beetle fauna (Coleoptera: Buprestoidea) 
of the botanical rezerve ,,Fânaţele Clujului” 
(Cluj county, Transylvania region, Romania). 
Bul. Inf. Soc. Lepid. Rom., Cluj-Napoca; 11 
(1-4): 123 – 132.

ochs G. 1922.  Beitrag zur Coleopterenfauna Rüm-
aniens. Extras Senckenbergiana, nr. 6, Frank-
furt: 159-162.

PetRi K. 1911.  Siebenburgens Käferfauna auf Grund 
Ihrer erfoschung bis zum jahre 1911, Herman-
stadt: 258 – 262.

 PetRi K. 1925.  Erganzungen und Berichtigungen 
zur Käferfauna Siebenburgens 1912. Werh. 
mitt Siebenburgens. ver. Naturwiss. Sibiu: 
165-206.

Rozner I. 1997. Contribuţii la cunoaşterea crisomeli-
delor (Coleoptera) din judeţul Harghita. muz. 
Naţ. Secuiesc. Sfântu Gheorghe: 81-105.

seRAfim R., mAicAn S. 2004.  Contribution to the 
Knowledge of the coleopterans from the litoral 
of The Black Sea (Romania). Trav. mus. Nat. 
Hist. Nat. “Grigorie Antipa”, Bucureşti, 67: 
169-210.

szel G. et colab. 1994.  Contribuţii la cunoaşterea co-
leopterelor din Transilvania (România) pe baza 
colectărilor din ultimii ani. muz. Naţ. Secuiesc, 
Sfântu Gheorghe: 73-91.

tăRăBuŢă C. 1999. Catalogul speciilor de Chrysome-
lidae (Coleoptera, Insecta) din colecţia com-
plexului muzeal de ştiinţele naturii ,,Ion Bor-
cea”, Bacău. Stud. Comunic.. Şt. Nat. Craiova; 
15: 100-111.

WARchAloWski A. 1991.  Fauna Poloniae 13, Chryso-
melidae. Polski Akademia Nauk. Warszawa.

WinkleR A. 1930.  Catalogus Coleopterorum Regionis 
Palearcticae. Wien: 1249-1965.

Aurelian Leonardo ilie

Str. Nicolae Jiga  nr.8  Tinca, Bihor
aurelian_ilie@yahoo.fr

Received: 10.12.2007
Accepted: 15.12.2007
Printed: 24.12.2007


