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Rove Beetles (Coleoptera: Staphylinidae) from the collection of the 
Oltenia Museum Craiova
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	 Rezumat 

Stafilinide (Coleoptera: Staphylinidae) din colecţia Muzeului Olteniei Craiova

	 Lucrarea prezintă 55 de specii stafilinide incluse în 26 genuri, 10 triburi şi 8 subfamilii, 
conservate în colecţia Muzeului Olteniei Craiova. Speciile provin din 33 situri colectare judeţele: Dolj, 
Gorj, Mehedinţi, Vâlcea, Tulcea şi Constanţa, predominând materialul colectat din judeţul Dolj. Specia 
Aleochara breiti Ganglbauer, 1897 este menţionată pentru prima dată in fauna României.
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 Introduction

With about 45,000 described species, the 
family Staphylinidae represent one of the most spe-
ciose beetle families. In Romania, 1,240 species 
have been reported (Stan 2004). Rove beetles are 
a successful group of insects, occupying almost all 
terrestrial habitats, ranging from tropical forest to 
tundra areas. A few morphological and biological 
features make them to be more competitive than 
other organisms. The most rove beetles have devel-
oped membranous wings and they are good winged 
for longer or shorter distance. Many from the suc-
cessful subgroups have developed defensive glands. 
Because of their small and narrow body with short 
elytra and flexible abdomen are able to live and move 
in habitats such as the ground litter (with abundant 
decaying organic matter) which is not accessible for 
the robust and less flexible organisms.

Like ground beetles, most rove beetles are 
predators of other insects and live on or in the soil, 
in ground litter, moss, or in decomposing organic 
matter. Rove beetles prefer moist habitats along the 
margins of streams, lakes and snowfields. Some 
species are present in dung (coprophilous species), 
in carrion (necrophilous species), other live as larva 
and adults on fungi (mycetophilous species), while 
other species are associated with ant and termite 
nests (mirmecophilous species), with bird nests 
(nidicolous species), with mammals burrows (pho-
leophilous species). Some species are specialized 
feeders on polen (floricolous species). Others spe-

cies live in caves, in intertidal and coastal habitats, 
saline flats or found in a variety of habitats around 
human dwellings.

material and method

The studied material comes from the collec-
tion of Oltenia Museum and was collected during 
1951-2005. The specimens reached us through dr. 
Cornelia Chimişliu.

The paper presents the list of collection sites 
in an alphabetical order and the list of collectors 
who have contributed to the enrichment of the ento-
mological collections.

The systematic order and the nomenclature 
of the species are presented according to V. Assing 
& M. Schülke, 2001. The classification at the tribe 
level is according to Herman’s Catalogue, 2001, and 
for Aleocharinae the classification at the tribe level 
is according to A. Newton & M. Thayer, 1992. For 
each species the collecting site is presented, collect-
ing date (in chronological order), number of speci-
mens and the collector’s abbreviated name.

Results and disscution

55 species were identified. They belong to 26 
genera, 10 tribes and 8 subfamilies. The situation of 
the number of tribes, genera, species and specimens 
is presented in the table 1.
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Table 1
Number of taxonomical classes

Subfamily Tribes Genera Species Specimens
Omaliinae 1 1 1 1
Oxytelinae 1 3 5 8
Oxyporinae 1 1 4
Syteninae 1 2 5
Paederinae 1 2 4 11
Staphylininae 2 12 33 103
Tachyporinae 1 2 2 15
Aleocharinae 4 4 7 4

Total 10 26 55 160

The identified species come from 33 col-
lecting sites and 6 counties: Dolj (DJ), Gorj (GJ), 
Mehedinţi, (MH) Constanţa (CT), Tulcea (TL) and 
Vâlcea (VL). Most specimens were collected from 
Dolj county.

The list of collecting sites

Almăj (DJ), Bahna Valley (MH), Baia de Fier (GJ), 
Bârseşti (GJ), Bucovăţ (DJ), Bratovoeşti (DJ), Ciu-
perceni (GJ), Sohodol Gorges – Vâlcan Mts (GJ), 
Craiova (DJ), Craiova – Botanical Garden (DJ), 
Craiova – Obedeanu (DJ), Danube Delta (TL), Desa 
(DJ), Drobeta Turnu – Severin (MH), Dubova (MH), 
Eşelniţa (MH), Galbenu Valley (GJ) (2 km upstream 
of Muierii Cave touristic complex), Irimeşti (VL), 
Leu (DJ), Malovăţ (MH), Mamaia (CT), Melineşti 
(DJ), Mischii (DJ), Negoi (DJ), Novaci (GJ), Prunet 
(DJ), Răcari (DJ), Rânca (GJ), Secui (DJ), Segarcea 
(DJ), Şimnic (DJ), Tismana (GJ), Verbicioara (DJ), 
Vodiţa Valley (MH).

Abbreviations:
Collector’s name: B.E. – Botu Eugenia; C.C. – Chimişliu 
Cornelia; F.G. – Filcu Gheorghiţa; F.I. – Firu Ion; L.N. 
– Lila Narcisa; V.A. – Vişan Aneta.

OMALIINAE MacLeay, 1825
Anthophagini Thomson, 1859

Anthophagus Gravenhorst, 1802
Anthophagus alpestris Heer, 1839 – 1 ex. Rânca, 22 
VII 1982, C.C.

OXYTELINAE Fleming, 1821
Oxytelini Fleming, 1821

Oxytelus Gravenhorst, 1802
Oxytelus piceus (Linnaeus, 1767) – 1 ♀ Segarcea, 
4 X 2001, C.C.
Oxytelus laqueatus (Marsham 1802) – 1 ♂ Galbenu 
Valley, 8 VIII 2005, C.C.

Anotylus Thomson, 1859
Anotylus politus (Erichson, 1840) – 1 ♀ Craiova-
Obedeanu, 11 VIII 1974, F.I.
Anotylus sculpturatus (Gravenhorst, 1806) – 1 ♂ 
Almăj, 4 V 2000, C.C; 2 ♂♂, 1 ♀ Segarcea, 4 X 
2001, C.C.

Platystethus Mannerheim, 1830
Platystethus arenarius (Geoffroy, 1785) – 1 ♀ Gal-
benu Valley, 8 VIII 2005, C.C.

OXYPORINAE Fleming, 1821
Oxyporus Fabricius, 1775

Oxyporus rufus (Linnaeus, 1758) – 1 ex. Craiova, 1 
V 1975, F.I.; 3 ex. Turnu-Severin, 19 VI 1976 şi 21 
VIII 1978, B.E.

STENINAE MacLeay, 1825
Stenus Latreille, 1797

Stenus ater Mannerheim, 1830 – 2 ♀♀ Craiova-
Obedeanu, 30 IX 1974 şi 15 VIII 1975, F.I.; 1 ♀ 
Irimeşti, 8 VI 1975, F.I; 1 ♂ Secui, 15 IX 1975, F.I.
Stenus cicindeloides (Schaller, 1783) – 1 ex. Prunet, 
21 VII 1975, F.I.

PAEDERINAE Fleming, 1821
Paederini Fleming, 1821
Paederus Fabricius, 1775

Paederus balcanicus Koch, 1938 – 1 ♀ Turnu-Sev-
erin, 18 V 1981, B.E.
Paederus fuscipes Curtis, 1826 – 1 ex. Craiova, 10 
VII 1971, F.I.; 1 ex. Danube Delta, 9 VI 1977, B.E; 
2 ex. Desa, 1 IX 1981 şi 5 VIII 1982, C.C.; 1 ex. 
Segarcea, 24 IX 1982, V.A.; 1 ex. Turnu-Severin, 15 
IV 1983, B.E.; 1 ex. Malovăţ, 13 IV 1984, B.E.
Paederus littoralis Gravenhorst, 1802 – 1 ex. No-
vaci, 8 IX 1963; 1 ex. Craiova, 23 V 1983.

Lathrobium Gravenhorst, 1802
Lathrobium fulvipenne (Gravenhorst, 1806) – 1 ♂, 
Melineşti, 1 IX 1979, F.I.

STAPHYLININAE Latreille, 1802
Xantholinini Erichson, 1839
Gauropterus Thomson, 1860

Gauropterus fulgidus (Fabricius, 1787) – 1 ex. 
Craiova, 30 II 1964; 1 ex. Dubova, 8 V 1984, B.E.

Xantholinus Dejean, 1821
Xantholinus longiventris Heer, 1839 – 1 ♂ Craiova-
Obedeanu, 30 IX 1974, F.I.

Staphylinini Latreille, 1802
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Philonthina Kirby, 1837
Philonthus Stephens, 1829

Philonthus addendus Sharp, 1867 – 1 ♂ Galbenu 
Valley, 9 VIII 2005, C.C.
Philonthus alpinus Eppelsheim, 1875 – 2 ♂♂, 3 
♀♀, Galbenu Valley, 10 VIII 2005, C.C.
Philonthus carbonarius (Gravenhorst, 1802) – 1 ♀ 
Craiova-Obedeanu, 30 IX 1973, F.I.; 3 ♀♀ Craiova, 
10 V 1975 şi 20 V 1975, F.I.
Philonthus cochleatus Scheerpeltz, 1937 – 2 ♀♀ 
Segarcea, 4 X 2001, C.C.
Philonthus cognatus Stephens, 1832 – 1 ♂ Craiova-
Obedeanu, 30 IX 1974, F.I.
Philonthus concinnus (Gravenhorst, 1802) – 1 ♂ 
Verbicioara, 16 V 1951, F.I.
Philonthus confinis Strand, 1941 – 3 ♂♂, 2 ♀♀ 
Galbenu Valley, 10 VIII 2005, C.C
Philonthus cruentatus (Gmelin, 1790) – 1 ♂, 2 ♀♀ 
Galbenu Valley, 10 VIII 2005, C.C.
Philonthus discoideus (Gravenhorst 1802) – 1 ♀ 
Craiova, 5 VI 1964; 1 ♂ Răcari, 21 VI 2000, C.C.
Philonthus laminatus (Creutzer, 1799) – 1 ♀ Bahna 
Valley, 20 IV 1984, B.E.; 1 ♂ Şimnic, 30 V 2000, 
C.C.; 1 ♀ Craiova-Botanical Garden, 5 VI 2003, 
V.A.
Philonthus parvicornis (Gravenhorst, 1802) – 3 
♂♂, 1 ♀ Galbenu Valley, 8 VIII 2005, C.C
Philonthus pseudovarians Strand, 1941 – 1 ♀ Seg-
arcea, 4 10 2001, C.C.
Philonthus rufimanus Heer, 1839 – 1 ♂ Sohodol 
Gorges, 22 VII 1996, C.C.
Philonthus sanguinolentus (Gravenhorst, 1802) – 1 
♂, 3 ♀♀ Galbenu Valley, 8 VIII 2005, C.C.
Philonthus spinipes Sharp, 1874 – 1 ♂ Rânca, 21 
VII 1982, V.A.; 1 ♀ Bucovăţ, 19 VI 2000, C.C.
Philonthus splendens (Fabricius, 1793) – 1 ♂, 2 ♀♀ 
Galbenu Valley, 9 VIII 2005, C.C.
Philonthus tenuicornis Mulsant & Rey, 1853 – 1 ♀, 
Galbenu Valley, 10 VIII 2005, C.C.

Rabigus Mulsant & Rey, 1876
Rabigus pullus (Nordmann, 1837) – 1 ♀ Craiova-
Obedeanu, 10 V 1964, F.I.; 10 ♀♀ şi 5 ♂♂ 30 IX 
1974, F.I.

Staphylinina Latreille, 1802
Creophilus Leach, 1819

Creophilus maxillosus (Linnaeus, 1758) – 1 ♂ 
Craiova, 7 VI 1951; 1 ♀ Craiova-Obedeanu, 25 V 
1975, F.I.; 1 ♀ Mamaia, 2 VIII 1982, V.A.

Ontholestes Ganglbauer, 1895
Ontholestes murinus (Linnaeus, 1758) – 1 ex. 
Şimnic, 13 IV 1981, C.C.; 4 ♀♀, 3 ♂♂ Galbenu 
Valley, 10 VIII 2005, C.C.

Platydracus Thomson, 1858
Platydracus chalcocephalus (Fabricus, 1801) – 1 ♀ 
Bratovoeşti, 10 V 2004, L.N.
Platydracus stercorarius (Olivier, 1795) – 1 ex. 
Craiova, 15 IV 1971, F.I.

Staphylinus Linnaeus, 1758
Staphylinus caesareus Cederhjelm, 1798 – 1 ♂ 
Bârseşti, 10 V 1963; 1 ♂ Sohodol Gorges, 17 VI 
1964; 1 ♀ Baia de Fier, 5 V 1968; Craiova, 1 ♂ 13 
VI 1968 1 ♂ 20 V 1982, 1 ♀ 1 V 1996, C.C. şi 1 ♂ 
7 VI 1996, C.C.; 1 ♂, 1 ♀, Tismana, 22 VIII 1992, 
1 ♂ Bratovoeşti, 10 V 2004, L.N.
Staphylinus dimidiaticornis Gemminger, 1851 – 1 
♂ Craiova, 10 X 1975, F.I.

Ocypus Leach, 1819
Ocypus nitens (Schrank, 1781) – 1 ♂ Turnu-Sev-
erin, 5 IX 1867; 2 ♂♂ Craiova, 7 VI 1996, C.C.
Ocypus ophthalmicus ophthalimicus (Scopoli, 
1763) – 6 ♂♂, 1 ♀ Ciuperceni, 26 IX 1979; 2 ♂♂ 
Leu, 3 V 2004, L.N.

Tasgius Stephens, 1829
Tasgius ater (Gravenhorst, 1802) – 1 ex. Mischii, 10 
VI 2004, F.G.
Tasgius pedator (Gravenhorst, 1802) – 2 ♂♂ Negoi, 
7 VI 1992.

Quediina Kraatz, 1857
Astrapaeus Gravenhorst, 1802

Astrapaeus ulmi (Rossi, 1790) – 1 ex. Vodiţa Valley, 
20 V 1984, B.E.; 1 ex. Malovăţ, 13 IV 1984, B.E.; 1 
♀ Craiova-park, 24 VI 2003, V.A.

Quedius Stephens, 1829
Quedius curtipennis Berhauer, 1908 – 1 ♂ Ieşelniţa, 
7 VIII 1984, B.E.
Quedius molochinus (Gravenhorst, 1806) – 1 ♂ 
Craiova, 15 IV 1867.

TACHYPORINAE MacLeay, 1825
Tachyporini MacLeay, 1825

Tachyporus Gravenhorst, 1802
Tachyporus hypnorum (Fabricius, 1775) – Prunet 1 
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♂, 20 V 1975 şi 1 ♂, 2 ♀♀, 26 X 1975, F.I.

Tachinus Gravenhorst, 1802
Tachinus lignorum (Linnaeus, 1758) – 5 ♂♂, 6 ♀♀, 
Segarcea, 4 10 2001, C.C.

ALEOCHARINAE Fleming, 1821
Autaliini Thomson, 1859

Autalia Leach, 1819
Autalia rivularis (Gravenhorst, 1802) – 5 ex. Gal-
benu Valley, 9 VIII 2005, C.C.

Falagriini Mulsant & Rey, 1873
Falagria Leach, 1819

Falagria splendens Kraatz, 1858 – 1 ex. Craiova-
Obedeanu, 1 V 1973, F.I.

Athetini Casey, 1910
Nehemitropia Lohse, 1971

Nehemitropia lividipennis (Mannerheim, 1830), 1 
♀ Craiova-Obedeanu, 11 VIII 1974, F.I.

Aleocharini Fleming, 1821
Aleochara Gravenhorst, 1802

Aleochara breiti Ganglbauer, 1897 – 1 ♂ Craiova-
Obedeanu, 1 V 1973, F.I. The species is mention for 
the first time in the Romanian fauna (Fig. 1 A, B, 
C).
Aleochara intricata Mannerheim, 1830 – 3 ♂♂ 
Galbenu Valley, 10 VIII 2005, C.C.
Aleochara lanuginosa Gravenhorst, 1802 – 1 ♂ 
Galbenu Valley, 9 VIII 2005, C.C.
Aleochara tristis Gravenhorst, 1806 – 1 ♀ Segar-
cea, 4 X 2001, C.C.

Conclusions

	 The small rove beetles collection contains, 
besides ubiquitous species like Xantholinus longi-
ventris Heer, Tachyporus hypnorum (Fabricius), 
Lathrobium fulvipenne (Gravenhorst), Platysteth-
us arenarius (Geoffroy), Aleochara lanuginosa 
Gravenhorst, Autalia rivularis (Gravenhorst) and 
euritopic species (most of them), some stenotopic 
species: Oxytelus piceus (Linnaeus) and Philon-
thus spinipes Sharp – coprophilous species, Stenus 
cicindeloides (Schaller), Paederus balcanicus Koch 
and Paederus fuscipes Curtis - hygrophilous, palu-
dicolous species, Philonthus rufimanus Heer and 
Rabigus pullus (Nordmann) - hygrophilous, ripi-
cololous species, Falagria splendens Kraatz – hu-
micolous species and Aleochara breiti Ganglbauer 
– microcavernicolous species.

	 Aleochara breiti Ganglbauer, 1897 is a 
new record in Romanian fauna, thus the number 
of Aleochara species  being now 27. Bernhauer & 
Scheerpeltz (1926), mentioned the distribution of 
this species for Central Europe and Bulgaria. AD. 
Horion (1967) gave the distribution of Aleochara 
breiti for the south-east of Central Europe, in the 
Pannonic steppe: Hungary, ex-Czechslovakia and 
Austria, near or inside holes of Spermophilus citel-
lus L.. Bernard Staniec (1992) recorded for the first 
time the presence of Aleochara breiti in two locali-
ties from the S-E of Poland, these localities being 
the northernmost collecting sites of the species at 
that moment. The specimens were observed near 
or inside holes of Spermophilus suslicus (Güldens-
taedt).
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